Massive immature teratoma in a neonate.
Teratomas are embryonal tumours composed of diverse tissues from three germinal layers with variable levels of maturity. The authors report a female patient with a large immature epignathus. Prenatal diagnosis permitted a caesarean section and tracheotomy to be planned under ex utero intrapartum treatment for airway obstruction. The tumour was successfully controlled, even though it was impossible to distinguish from normal tissue because it lacked a pedicle and capsule, using multidisciplinary therapy, including a series of surgical treatments and adjuvant chemotherapy. This case suggested that the level of serum alpha fetoprotein might be a useful indicator after surgery. At present, after 4 years, no regrowth has been observed and the patient has no problems with respiration or swallowing.